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The 2009 Annual Meeting of the
European Museum Forum took place
for the first time in Turkey at the
invitation of the Bursa Metropolitan
Municipality, on 6-9 May. The
standing ovation for our hosts on
Saturday morning was well deserved
and we would like to thank everyone
concerned for all their hard work in

making this a very successful
occasion. 192 colleagues from 26
European countries  took  the

opportunity to sample Turkish culture
as well as updating themselves on the
European museum situation.

It was with great regret that our
Patron, Her Majesty Queen Fabiola of
Belgium, was unable to attend this
meeting, as she was continuing her
convalescence after a lengthy stay in
hospital earlier in the year. We wish
her a speedy return to her normal
schedule of activities.

After a splendid welcome reception
and dinner at the Merinos Park Culture
Centre on the first evening the next
two mornings were devoted to current
EMYA candidates describing their own
projects. The two afternoons were
opportunities for walking tours of the
city. There was time to taste Turkish
delicacies, with the opening of an
exhibition at Bursa City Museum on
traditional food culture, and also to
enjoy a truly spectacular dance
performance. The Saturday morning
session took place at the beautifully
restored hamam which is now the
Ordekli Culture Centre. Delegates
listened to an outline of the current
museum scene in Turkey, followed by
a contribution by Mrs Sneska
Quaedvlieg Mihailovic on the work of
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Europa Nostra. There then followed a
short outline of current EMF activities
by EMF Director, Massimo Negri. The

morning concluded with the
presentation  of  certificates  to
Nominated museums, and the

announcement of three new EMF
Ambassadors: Mrs Daniele van den
Abeelen, Mrs Ulla Keding Olofsson,
and Mrs Aleid Rensen-Oosting

The Awards Ceremony on the
Saturday evening took place at the
Club Altin Ceylan, with EMF Chairman
Mr Stephen Harrison as master of
ceremonies, and contributions from Mr
Eddie O’Hara, Rapporteur on
Museums, Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe, and Mr

Massimo Negri, EMF Director.

Salzburg Museum, 2009 EMYA winner

The announcement of the Awards was
made by Dr Wim van der Weiden,
Chairman of the Judging Committee,
and Mr Recep Altepe, Mayor of Bursa
Metropolitan Municipality, presented
the 2009 European Museum of the
Year Award to Salzburg Museum in
Austria. Our warmest congratulations
go to everyone at the Neue Residenz
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